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     The conveniences of 21st century life have transformed our society into a dispos-
able one.  Products are designed for one use then the garbage.  When something
breaks, we throw it away instead of fixing it.     

This disposable mentality has slowly crept into our collective consciousness.
People throw away everything, anything and anybody these days including babies
and dogs.
     Older dogs generally lose their homes and find themselves in rescues and shel-
ters through no fault of their own, but rather because of the person or people they live
with.  Dogs become homeless for reasons such as; change in work schedule, new
baby, death of a guardian, not enough time for the dog, allergies, moving to a new
residence, children going off to college, and many other reasons which are related to
lifestyle.  Unfortunately, not all dogs are surrendered to rescues or shelters.  Some
are just dumped on the roadside or left in woods.  They have become disposable to
those who they once lived with.
     Each dog comes with their own unique set of experiences and circumstances.
These dogs do suffer some emotional distress and anxiety.  The stress of being in a
shelter can cause a dog to become confused and disoriented.  Being uprooted and
placed in a chaotic environment, may cause them to temporarily forget their
housetraining.  The dog is the unfortunate recipient of their former owners’ actions
and must endure all its consequences.
     Once a dog reaches the age of five, it is extremely difficult to place them quickly.
Dogs who are five years and older are frequently labeled “unadoptable” by shelters
and are often euthanized.  Overcrowding is the norm and space is needed for the
younger dogs who are more likely to be adopted.
     This is where breed rescues intervene and rescue these dogs.  SCR is no stranger
to senior rescues.  We have been rescuing, rehabilitating, nursing and comforting
seniors for years.  Most of these seniors need to learn to trust again and gain their
self-confidence back. Our foster homes play such a pivotal role in allowing these
dogs to come to terms with their new circumstance and in helping them to trust once
again.
     Essentially, there is nothing wrong with these dogs.  They suffer no genetic mala-
dies, no vicious behavioral problems, only the experience and trauma of being home-
less.
     What these dogs do have is the capability to love unconditionally once again.
Look into the eyes of a senior dog and what you will see is a wealth of life experience
which will lead them to appreciate; a new owner, a warm place to sleep, regular
meals and checkups at the vet and all the love and attention you can give them.
Make no mistake about it, they will be grateful and love unconditionally in return.
     By choosing to adopt an older dog, you make a statement about the value of life
at all ages.  Your compassion will enable an older dog to live the best years of his or
her life with you.

Homeless Seniors Come Full Circle
By Jodine Nitz
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SynDee 
Adopted March 17, 2007

              

Sammy 
Adopted February 17, 2007

              

Sandy 
Adopted February 22, 2007

           

Murphy 
Adopted March 3, 2007
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Shorew ood Notes

The mission of Shorewood Cocker Rescue, Inc. is to assist homeless Cockers find permanent homes with
responsible, loving families.  We spay or neuter all Cockers prior to placement and check references on all adopters.
We make every effort to carefully match each Cocker with the right family to maximize the adoption's success."

SCR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

     Adopting an older dog is a wonderful experience.  You will gain a loving and faithful companion, a great friend.
The privilege of loving a older dog makes every single day special as your relationship grows stronger.  The love
that grows from the knowledge that you have given a senior another chance at life is infinite. Older dogs can be as
cute and lovable as young dogs and they come with all the good qualities that it
takes a young dog years to grow into.

Older dogs are housetrained.  You will not have to go through all the stages of
        potty training and accidents.  They know that the outdoors is for eliminating.
     Older dogs will not chew inappropriate items.  They are not teething and know
        that bones are for chewing.
     Older dogs focus well.  Those who have known love before quickly learn what
        is expected  of them to gain and  keep love and attention.  Most of them can be
        trained easier than pups.
     Older dogs understand what “no” means. They would not have survived if
        they did not learn what “no” means and obey.
     Older dogs fit  in  easily.  They have been socialized and they know what it
        takes to get along with humans and other dogs.  Older dogs have learned what
        it means to be part of a “pack”.
     Older dogs have a tremendous amount of love to give.  They are grateful for it and good at returning it once they
        are in their new home.  Older dogs are appreciative for the chance they have been given.
    ¨ Older dogs are excellent and instant companions because they know the ways of the world.  They will reward you
        with unwavering devotion.
    ¨ With and older dog what you see is what you get.  They have grown into their personalities unlike a young dogs.

     Shana is waiting  for her
“forever home”.     

Along with the spring rains come those little muddy pawprints that are tracked through our homes that we are
all cleaning up.  It is well worth it though when you receive that doggie look that says “I’m sorry”.  You may not
want to take that daily walk in the rain, but now that the weather is warming up, it is good to get out there and walk
off any weight your cocker may have gained during the winter months.     

We are happy to announce that Jenifer Parisi has accepted an additional role with the rescue as that of Event
Coord inator replacing Cara Miller.   Jenifer has been a volunteer w ith the rescue since 2001 and the Transport
Coord inator since 2003.  She has adopted several dogs from SCR, Annie and Bailey in 2000, Beau in 2001, and Bella
in 2004.     

SCR once again participated in the Chicagoland Family Pet Expo in March.  The three day weekend event was
an exhausting one for both volunteers and dogs.  However, it was well worth it as several dogs met their forever
families at the event. In February we also participated in the AWARE Pet Expo in Milwaukee.  This one day extrava-
ganza also resulted in several adoptions.     

We continue to hold adoption events at the Dane County Humane Society, so be sure to come see us at this
location.  On April 21st we will be holding our first adoption event at the Petco, 2541 Northwest Arterial in Dubuque,
Iowa.  We will also be there on May 19th.  Please remember to mark September 8th on your calendar as the date for
the 4th annual Wigglebutt Walk.     

On a somber note, Shorewood Cocker Rescue began the year with the passing of our beloved friend and volun-
teer, Marion Rutar.  Marion was a volunteer with SCR for about 7 years and also an advocate for dogs that many
people would not want to adopt because they were old or imperfect on the outside.   Inspired and thankful for
Marion’s work with these dogs, SCR has decided to dedicate this issue to those cockers who were so dear to Marion’s
heart, seniors.

Older Dogs Make Great Friends
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showed her personality and spunk and goofy habits.

     Coco entered our lives at a very difficult time.  Our beloved cocker Wiggie was
dying of lymphoma and our sense of impending loss was profound.  He was going
to leave a large footprint.  After two harrowing courses of chemotherapy he still
loved his friends and the vet.  He never stopped wagging his tail.
     We made a decision to adopt an older, more settled dog, in hope that we would
all heal and learn to love again.  Coco has been with us for eight wonderful years
now.  She came to us wise beyond her seven years.  She was a gentle nursemaid
for Wiggie and a confidant and companion for us in our grief.  She brought with her
the attributes of an older dog; she was potty trained, had some obedience training,
she was socialized and she brought mystery (a history we can only guess about).
     We truly believe that animals are sensitive to their owner’s emotions and stress.
She seemed to know when to snuggle and when to play.  Over time, Coco


