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What is it and what to do about it.

Cherry Eye
By: Deb Kent
If you own a cocker, chances are good that you have heard of a condition called
cherry eye. If you have not owned a dog that has suffered from it, you may wonder
just what cherry eye is and how it is treated.
Unlike human beings all dogs have three eyelids; an upper lid, a lower lid and a
third eyelid which is usually out of sight. The third eyelid acts like a windshield wiper
and helps protect the eye. The third lid contains a tear gland in the corner of each
eye near the nose and aids in the production of tears. Sometimes the third eye lid
An example of cherry eye.
will prolapse or pop out of its normal position and swell up creating a condition
commonly referred to as Cherry Eye. It resembles a pinkish to red color bump or
tumor in the corner of the eye.
This condition can happen in one or both of the dog’s eyes. If it happens with
one eye, the odds are greater that it can happen in the other eye as well. Cherry
Eye can happen with dogs of any age but it is most commonly observed with young
dogs under 2 years of age. This condition can occur in any breed, but is most
commonly seen in Cockers, Bulldogs, Lhasa Apsos, Shar Peis, Beagles, Bloodhounds, Boston Terriers, Bull Terriers, Pekingese, and Saint Bernards.
What causes Cherry Eye? The exact cause is not known, but it is strongly
suspected that it is due to a weakness of the connective tissue that attaches the
gland to the surrounding structures of the eye.
Should Cherry Eye be corrected? Despite its appearance, Cherry Eye itself is
not a painful condition. However, the longer the tear gland is exposed to the air, the
more likely it will become irritated and inflamed. If the dog rubs at the eye, it could
A cocker suffering from
cause the gland to bleed or become infected. The function of the tear gland could
cherry eyes in both eyes.
also become compromised if the gland is left exposed for long periods of time.
How is Cherry Eye corrected? A common method to treat Cherry Eye is to
remove a portion of the gland and the attached cartilage. Many vets still remove the entire gland, increasing the
odds that “dry eye” may develop. If “dry eye” occurs, daily eye drops for the remainder of the dog’s life my be
required to keep the eye both comfortable and visual.
The preferred method used to correct Cherry Eye is to have an ophthalmologist surgically reposition the gland
back in its normal position and to use sutures or stitches to hold it in position. With the gland back in its normal
position, the swelling and irritation will decrease and the gland will resume its normal function. There is a possibility
that the gland may become loose. If this happens, the procedure will need to be repeated.
Surgery for this condition is done under general anesthesia. Your dog is able to go home the same day. There
may be some swelling and redness of the eye which will decrease and disappear within three to five days after
the surgery. Cherry Eye surgery is most likely to be successful if it is done soon after the gland prolapses.
With time, prolonged swelling of the gland can make repositioning it more difficult and more likely that the condition
will reoccur.
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Chilly autumn days are past and the wrath of winter is upon us, but the warm memories
of the 5th Annual Wigglebutt Walk remain. One-hundred and fifty-two dogs and their
humans participated in this years walk and celebrated with SCR volunteers. The spirit
of the day was evident at every turn, from the food service area to the adoption area,
from the lure course to the contest ring. Perhaps, Angel Beckner in her hobo costume
captured the spirit of the day best. Yes, Angel and all the other adopted cockers have
come full circle, from homeless and helpless to adopted and loved.
Thank you to all who helped make this years Wigglebutt Walk a success. Your generosity and support of this event is critical to SCR’s continued operation and success as
our costs continue to rise in this struggling economy. It is because of supporters like
you and our dedicated group of volunteers that Shorewood is still here today. Thank you to our corporate donors and to
all those who donated items for the auction.
Five cockers were recently rescued from a shelter fire and found their way to Shorewood. To some degree they all
suffer from eye problems. These victims are young females with good temperaments and a lifetime ahead. Due to their
eye conditions, they will need to be adopted by families who are willing to be diligent about their eye care and any
limitations these girls may encounter. Some of the girls are currently posted on our website, and if you are interested in
giving any one of them a new start in a loving and caring home, contact elaine@cockerrescue.com. They have been
through so much and all they are looking for is someone to love and someone to them in return.
Shorewood is pleased to announce that ninety-nine dogs were adopted in 2008. This is down slightly from previous
years, but nonetheless, a great accomplishment in these troubling times. Over the last few years Shorewood has
witnessed a shift in where we are receiving dogs. In years past, dogs primarily came to us by way of shelters and
humane societies, and many were strays. Today, many of our dogs are from the mill but more striking is the fact that
most of them are private surrenders. The economic reality is that many people can no longer keep their pets. Of
course, there are those who surrender their pet because they do not want to be bothered by it for one reason or another.
We have been deluged in 2008 by people wanting to surrender their dogs. An unfortunate reality of rescue is that no
matter how hard you try, you cannot rescue them all. For Shorewood, our primary reason is the lack of foster homes.
Foster homes continue to be Shorewood’s greatest need and we are seeking new homes in Wisconsin and Northern
Illinois. We are committed to placing our cockers in foster homes so that we may get to know and work with them in
areas where they need help. Our foster program is key to successful adoptions and our ability to rescue more dogs.
Please, consider opening your home to a rescue dog and fostering. Many happy wiggles will be your reward. If you are
interested in becoming a foster home please contact elaine@cockerrescue.com.
Several adoption events have been scheduled for the next few months so that potential adopters may be able to meet
some of our dogs. Please, understand that because our dogs live in foster homes in two states, it is logistically impossible to have all dogs at all events. In February SCR will be in Janesville and Lake Geneva WI and in Norridge and Oak
Brook, IL. Look for us in Brookfield and Burlington WI in the upcoming months. On March 20, 21, and 22 Shorewood will
be at the Chicagoland Family Pet Expo in Arlington Heights, IL at Booth #107. Please stop by to see us. More information
regarding events can be found on our website, cockerrescue.com.
Adoption events can be very stressful on some dogs. That is why we ask that you speak to a volunteer before petting
one of our dogs. Sometimes a dog is overwhelmed by all the surrounding activity and behaves in a way which is not
typical. A dog can become scared and defensive in this environment. Our volunteer will be able to properly introduce
you and provide some background information on the dog making it a more pleasant and meaningful experience.

The mission of Shorewood Cocker Rescue, Inc. is to assist homeless Cockers find permanent homes with
responsible, loving families. We spay or neuter all Cockers prior to placement and check references on all adopters.
We make every effort to carefully match each Cocker with the right family to maximize the adoption's success."
SCR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
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Wigglebutt Walk Is A Celebration For All
Formerly homeless cockers celebrated their new lives at the 5th annual Wigglebutt Walk on September 6th at
Brightondale Park in Kansasville, Wisconsin. The love of these adorable dogs brought people together from six
different states and from varied backgrounds.
Families were thrilled at the chance to show their cocker off and Shorewood volunteers beamed at the sight
of their old friends. Volunteers enjoy being reunited with their former fosters and with those cockers they rescued
out of shelters and puppy mills. It always brings a great sense of joy to see
how well these dogs are doing in their forever homes.
Year after year, Shorewood volunteers eagerly await this day. It gives
validation to their mission and inspires them to continue rescuing cocker
spaniels in need.
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Two time adopters, Linda & Mark Buckman of
Milwaukee, WI and Darla whom they adopted 7/08.

Kris Hodge with former foster
and mill rescue Mabel Weber
who was adopted 3/08.
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Sue & Joe Ace of Naperville, IL with
Lolly 7/05 and Shana 9/07, their two
adopted SCR seniors and brother Joey.

Contests
Winners and rescues
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Wiggle - Scooter (10/05), Nancy Hayer
SCR

D
Obedience - Mollie, KayeBennett,
WCR
Newton, WI
O
Costume - Angel (11/07), Linda Beckner,
G
SCR
Milwaukee, WI
Look Alike - Hurley, Jeremy Charles,
Wauwautosa, WI
Shortest Tail - Murphy (3/07), Barry
SCR
Gilsdorf, Kiel, WI
Longest Tail - Maisy (2/02), Rachel
SCR
Reimer, Milwaukee, WI
Donna Pfingsten with Lacy Nitz
whom she rescued from the
Jefferson County Humane Society
in 2003.

Elaine Zablotski with Lizzie her
foster whom she adopted 9/08.

Furthest Traveled -Sinclair Family,
ICR
Riudoso, NM
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