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A NEW LEASH ON LIFE
Our families adoption experience with Trixie a former mill dog

By Darlene Harbick
Every puppy mill is different and so is each and every puppy mill dog.
However, similarities do exist, so Trixie’s story is bound to be familiar to
anyone who has adopted a puppy mill dog.
My husband and I first met Trixie at a rescue event when she was six
years old. Two months before, SCR had rescued her from a puppy mill
where she had been a breeder. She had lived in a cage her entire life,
with no walks and very little interaction with people or other dogs. The
result was a scared little girl who was just beginning to learn how to trust
people and become a family dog.
During Trixie’s first days in her foster home, she was too scared to go
outside. Her foster mom made a beach towel into a sling and tucked Trixie into the sling when she walked her own
dog. Every once in a while, she’d take Trixie out of the sling and set her on the grass so she could get used to the
outdoors. After two months in her foster home, Trixie came to love walks and she would sometimes come into a
room by people and she would tolerate her foster mom’s dog and cat. Unfortunately, she was still afraid of most
things, including loud or unusual noises, sudden movements, people, dogs, cars driving by, and much, much more.
After adopting her, our first challenge was to get Trixie out of her crate. She spent her first few weeks huddled in
the back corner and refused to come out , so we had to put a dish in the crate in order to feed her. We would drag
her out of the crate to take her outside, or to “make” her sit with us on the couch to be petted.
As time went by, Trixie became more confident and gave up her crate, but the next few months she was a
“Stepford” dog. When we walked, she would keep an eye on us. She never sniffed the grass or paid attention to
the other dogs or to anything else around her. Only a scary noise or a perceived threat would elicit a reaction from
her, and then all she’d do was scramble to get out of the way. She did not beg for food or attention, try to get away
with mischief, or play with toys. The only game she knew who to play was “catch me if you can” which she was pretty
good at.
We did have some things going for us in helping Trixie adjust to her new life and new family. In order to help
Trixie relax and gain her trust, we walked her at least two times, but often three or more times each day since she
loved to take walks. Singing seemed to scare Trixie so I would sing children’s songs to her while on our walks and
“Itsy Bitsy Spider” to her every night in order to get her accustomed to singing.
Our family kept to a standard routine and schedule at home, minimizing surprises. We made sure Trixie was
around normal family activities, seeing and hearing all the things we do, so that she was able to observe lots of
things as she got used to our household.
Our secret to helping Trixie feel comfortable was to show no surprise or fear ourselves. “That was a big noise!”
said in a cheery voice, was our only reaction to noises that scared her, such as thunder or car doors being slammed
shut.
We made every effort to expose Trixie to a lot of touching, including grooming and petting, and just handling her
paws and other sensitive areas. I will never forget the first time she jumped up on the couch by me, or a few weeks
later when she jumped up between my husband and I when we were both sitting on the couch. For a scared dog,
these were big events, but we were snacking and Trixie wanted us to share.
Trixie is very food-motivated and food turned out to be our best weapon. We kept doggie treats nearby at all
times to reward her steps, big and small. (continued on page 2.)
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Summer is a great time for you and your cocker to enjoy the outdoors together but, the hot weather can take its
toll on both you and your dog. If possible, limit your activities to the early morning or evening hours in order to avoid
the hottest part of the day. Make sure that your dog always has access to fresh water and keep in mind that
seniors may not be able to tolerate the heat for more than a few minutes no matter what time of day it is.
Thank you to all who responded so positively to the last newsletter. It is quite evident that seniors hold a special
place in many of our hearts. The Senior Testimonials were loved by so many and a special thank you to those who
donated to the care of seniors in the name of Marion Rutar. Thank you to all our adopters who shared photos and
stories of their seniors with us for this issue.
Our front page story deals with the hardships faced by former mill dogs. Trixie’s story is far from uncommon.
With much patience and love, former mill dogs can be integrated into family life. It is quite obvious that Trixie’s
family loves her very much. She is a very lucky girl to have found such a wonderful home.
The 4th Annual Wigglebutt Walk, is scheduled for September 8th at Brightondale Park, in Kansasville, Wi. Your
generous support of this event is greatly appreciated. The revenue generated from the Wigglebutt Walk enables
SCR to continue helping homeless cockers. Please, refer to page 4 and our website www.cockerrescue.com for
event details.
SCR will be holding adoption events at the Happy Dog Barkery, 5118 Main Street, Downers Grove, Illinois on
July 14th, August 11th, and September 1st from 11:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. We invite you to come see us and meet
some of our dogs at this new location. We continue to hold events at the Petco in Dubuque, Iowa. For more
information on these and other adoption events, consult our schedule of events listed on our website.
The mission of Shorewood Cocker Rescue, Inc. is to assist homeless Cockers find permanent homes with
responsible, loving families. We spay or neuter all Cockers prior to placement and check references on all adopters.
We make every effort to carefully match each Cocker with the right family to maximize the adoption's success."
SCR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Trixie’s Accomplishments

(continued from page 2.)

In the first year that she lived with us, we celebrated many things that other dog owners might consider ordinary or
even undesirable, but they were greatly treasured milestones on the road to normal doggie behavior for Trixie:
**The first time she avoided eating her food in hopes of getting ours
**The first time she sniffed the grass when we went walking
**The first time she wagged her tail at another dog
**The first time she jumped up on the bed
**The first time she tried to roll in something smelly
**The first time she barked - seven months after we adopted her
**The first time she approached a stranger
Trixie has lived with us for more than two years now and all three of us have learned a lot. She is a happy, even
playful girl, who wags her tail all the time. But she is still shy, hovers behind one of us if she is scared or unsure and
still spooks at some loud noises. It took her nearly two years to become good friends with my husband. (Mill dogs
usually warm up to women first.)
On the other hand, once she started getting used to her new life, Trixie has been a great companion. She has
joined us on many road trips for family events and projects. She has met scores of new people, dogs, and cats
galore. Occasionally, she surprises us by stepping right up to meet them. Trixie has attended a parade, hiked with
us off-leash in wooded areas, dined with us at restaurants’ outdoor seating, visited us on the job, and has even voted
with us. She takes so much in stride now, including all the noise my husband makes while watching football games
on TV. Mostly, Trixie has taught us what real courage is, as we’ve watched her adapt to a completely new way of life
and a host of new experiences. You can teach an old dog new tricks.
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By: Jodine Nitz
During the summer months, we spend more time outdoors with our dogs than
any other time of the year. Whether you are walking in the woods, forest preserves, the neighborhood, national and state parks or the back roads, there is a
hidden danger lurking. It is the tick.
Ticks are being discovered more frequently in and around suburban areas as
well as in their old familiar isolated hangouts. Recently, ticks carrying the bacteria that causes Lyme Disease has been found in some forest preserves south
Deer Tick
Wood Tick
west of Chicago and in a section of Chicago’s northwest suburbs.
The tick, with eight legs instead of six like its cousin the spider, is not an insect. The tick is part of the phylum of
animals called Arthropoda or joint appendage. This phylum is the largest in the animal kingdom, with 850 different
species of ticks.
There are several species of ticks that feed on dogs including the deer tick, the wood tick and the brown tick
being the most common. These species thrive in tall grass, shrubbed areas, and the woods.
Ticks are known for spreading disease as they feast on mammal blood. Lyme Disease is the most popular but
they can carry, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, Typhus, Encephalitis, Tulmaria and tick paralysis. These diseases
are unique to different ticks which carry said disease and can be confined to a regional area. Check with you vet to
find out what ticks are common in your area.
The symptoms of Lyme Disease can mimic fatigue, heart problems and arthritis and cause birth defects. It
affects dogs and humans alike. It has been found in every state but Montana and New Mexico. Lyme Disease is
difficult to diagnose but can be treated with antibiotics.
The tick is a slow and sluggish mover as it looks for a feeding spot. So, after a walk in the woods or forest
preserves, check your dog for ticks every 6 to 12 hours. Look for feeding ticks around the head, ears, and in the
armpits and inside of the thighs. If you miss a tick as it crawls, you will likely find it when it latches on to feed, which
usually occurs within 12 to 24 hours. Daily grooming can find ticks that have not yet become embedded in the skin.
Embedded ticks should be removed immediately. Using tweezers, remove ticks slowly and gently, rocking tick
back and forth a few times. If a patch of skin comes along, it is unlikely that any of the tick’s head has been left
behind. Dispose of the tick in a container of alcohol in order to kill it. Avoid folk remedies like petroleum jelly, nail
polish remover or burning matches, as these are not safe or effective.
After removal, clean affected area with peroxide or apply a dab of antiseptic cream to help prevent local infection.
If you observe fatigue, stiffness, or any other unusual symptom or behavior in your dog, contact your veterinarian
immediately.

ENIOR

POTLIGHT

Gracie - 7 yrs.

These deserving seniors are still waiting for their homes.

Joy - 10 yrs.

Shana - 10 yrs.

Seniors make loyal and loving family members. Perhaps you can open your heart and home to one of them.
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“Blessed is the person who has earned the love of an old dog.”
-Sydney Jeanne Seward

The Woodland Wiggles
St. Paul, Mn.
Freckles - 10 1/2 yrs. and Murrey - 8 1/2 yrs. (Hunter) Adopted 01
The senior Woodlands keep a good eye on younger brother Kenai
(Adopted 9/05) by keeping him in the middle. - Betty Woodland

Casper -9 1/2 rs.
Adopted 11/02
Janesville, Wi.
Casper was adopted by our family at the age of 5. We had fostered Casper
for three months when he was adopted out and then he came back to
rescue. We just had to keep him! He is a sweetheart and loves to stick his
head into the shower and play in the sprinkler hose. He also loves balls and
will chase them forever if your arm can throw that long.. - Steve Pfingsten

Shelby - 11 yrs. &

The Marciniak Girls
Ruby Tuesday - 7 yrs. Adopted 3/06
Darien, Il.

Sammy Turnquist - 10 yrs.
(Sam Anthony) Adopted 10/05
Fulton, Il.
On St. Patrick’s Day, Sammy was the little leprechaun
who got into his mom’s baking flour. - Lynne Turnquist

Marley - 7 1/2 rs.
(Carley) Adopted 6/00
Janesville, Wi.
Marley is a feisty little girl and is the “boss” of Casper and any other
dog that comes into our home. She has been known to catch a
squirrel now and then. We just hate that! We have brought her to
events where there is lure coursing and she absolutely goes nuts
for it. She is her mom’s “baby”. - Steve Pfingsten

Dandy Wirtz - 7 rs.
Adopted 7/21/00
Madison, Wi.
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